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is ultimately responsible for non-
compliance. 

(b) Noncompliance may result in 
BLM terminating your lease. See 
§§ 3213.17 through 3213.19. 

Subpart 3266—Confidential, 
Proprietary Information 

§ 3266.10 Will BLM disclose informa-
tion I submit under these regula-
tions? 

All Federal and Indian data and in-
formation submitted to the BLM are 
subject to part 2 of this title. Part 2 in-
cludes the Department of the Interior 
regulations covering public disclosure 
of data and information contained in 
Department records. Certain mineral 
information not protected from disclo-
sure under part 2 of this title may be 
made available for inspection without 
a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) 
request. BLM will not treat surface lo-
cation, surface elevation, or well status 
information as confidential. 

§ 3266.11 When I submit confidential, 
proprietary information, how can I 
help ensure that it is not available 
to the public? 

When you submit data and informa-
tion that you believe to be exempt 
from disclosure by part 2 of this title, 
you must clearly mark each page that 
you believe contains confidential infor-
mation. BLM will keep all data and in-
formation confidential to the extent 
allowed by § 2.13(c) of this title. 

§ 3266.12 How long will information I 
give BLM remain confidential or 
proprietary? 

The FOIA does not provide a finite 
period of time during which informa-
tion may be exempt from public disclo-
sure. BLM reviews each situation indi-
vidually and in accordance with part 2 
of this title. 

Subpart 3267—Geothermal Drilling 
Operations Relief and Appeals 

§ 3267.10 How do I request a variance 
from BLM requirements that apply 
to my drilling operations? 

(a) You may file a request for a vari-
ance from the requirements of § 3200.4 
for your approved drilling operations. 

Your request must include enough in-
formation to explain: 

(1) Why you cannot comply with the 
requirements of § 3200.4; and 

(2) Why you need the variance to con-
trol your well, conserve natural re-
sources, or protect public health and 
safety, property, or the environment. 

(b) We may approve your request 
orally or in writing. If BLM gives you 
an oral approval, we will follow up with 
written confirmation. 

§ 3267.11 How may I appeal a BLM de-
cision regarding my drilling oper-
ations? 

You may appeal our decisions regard-
ing your drilling operations in accord-
ance with § 3200.5. 

Subpart 3270—Utilization of 
Geothermal Resources—General 

§ 3270.10 What types of geothermal op-
erations are governed by these uti-
lization regulations? 

(a) The regulations in subparts 3270 
through 3279 of this part cover the per-
mitting and operating procedures for 
the utilization of geothermal re-
sources. This includes: 

(1) Electrical generation facilities; 
(2) Direct use facilities; 
(3) Related utilization facility oper-

ations; 
(4) Actual and allocated well field 

production and injection; and 
(5) Related well field operations. 
(b) The utilization regulations in sub-

parts 3270 through 3279 do not address 
conducting exploration operations, 
which is covered in subpart 3250, or 
drilling wells intended for production 
or injection, which is covered in sub-
part 3260. 

§ 3270.11 What general standards 
apply to my utilization operations? 

Your utilization operations must: 
(a) Meet all operational and environ-

mental standards; 
(b) Prevent unnecessary impacts on 

surface and subsurface resources; 
(c) Result in the maximum ultimate 

recovery of geothermal resources; 
(d) Result in the beneficial use of 

geothermal resources, with minimum 
waste; 
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(e) Protect public health, safety, and 
property; and 

(f) Comply with the requirements of 
§ 3200.4. 

§ 3270.12 What other orders or instruc-
tions may BLM issue? 

BLM may issue: 
(a) Geothermal resource operational 

orders, for detailed requirements that 
apply nationwide; 

(b) Notices to lessees, for detailed re-
quirements on a statewide or regional 
basis; 

(c) Other orders and instructions spe-
cific to a field or area; 

(d) Permit conditions of approval; 
and 

(e) Oral orders, which BLM will con-
firm in writing. 

Subpart 3271—Utilization 
Operations: Getting a Permit 

§ 3271.10 What do I need to start pre-
paring a site and building and test-
ing a utilization facility on Federal 
land leased for geothermal re-
sources? 

In order to use Federal land to 
produce geothermal power, you must 
obtain a site license and construction 
permit from BLM before you start pre-
paring the site. Send BLM a plan that 
shows what you want to do, and draft a 
proposed site license agreement that 
you think is fair and reasonable. We 
will review your proposal and decide 
whether to give you a permit and li-
cense to proceed with work on the site. 

§ 3271.11 Who may apply for a permit 
to build a utilization facility? 

The lessee, the facility operator, or 
the unit operator may apply to build a 
utilization facility. 

§ 3271.12 What do I need to start pre-
liminary site investigations that 
may disturb the surface? 

(a) You must: 
(1) Fully describe your proposed oper-

ations in a Sundry Notice; and 
(2) File a bond meeting the require-

ments of either § 3251.14 or § 3273.19. See 
subparts 3214 and 3215 for additional de-
tails on bonding procedures. 

(b) Do not begin the site investiga-
tion or surface disturbing activity 

until BLM approves your Sundry No-
tice and bond. 

§ 3271.13 How do I obtain approval to 
build pipelines and facilities con-
necting the well field to utilization 
facilities not located on Federal 
lands leased for geothermal re-
sources? 

Before constructing pipelines and 
well field facilities on Federal lands 
leased for geothermal resources, you as 
lessee, unit operator, or facility oper-
ator must submit to BLM a utilization 
plan and facility construction permit 
addressing any pipelines or facilities. 
Do not start construction of your pipe-
lines or facilities until BLM approves 
your facility construction permit. 

§ 3271.14 What do I need to do to start 
building and testing a utilization fa-
cility if it is not located on Federal 
lands leased for geothermal re-
sources? 

(a) You do not need a BLM permit to 
construct a facility located on either: 

(1) Private land; or 
(2) Lands where the surface is pri-

vately owned and BLM has leased the 
underlying Federal geothermal re-
sources, when the facility will utilize 
Federal geothermal resources. 

(b) Before testing a utilization facil-
ity that is not located on Federal lands 
leased for geothermal resources, send 
us a Sundry Notice describing the test-
ing schedule and the quantity of Fed-
eral geothermal resources you expect 
to be delivered to the facility during 
the testing. Do not start delivering 
Federal geothermal resources to the fa-
cility until we approve your Sundry 
Notice. 

§ 3271.15 How do I get a permit to 
begin commercial operations? 

Before using Federal geothermal re-
sources, you as lessee, operator, or fa-
cility operator must send us a com-
pleted commercial use permit (see 
§ 3274.11). This also applies when you 
use Federal resources allocated 
through any form of agreement. Do not 
start any commercial use operations 
until BLM approves your commercial 
use permit. 
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